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REMARKS 

This is a Response to the Office Action mailed March 25, 2004, in which a three 
(3) month Shortened Statutory Period for Response has been set, due to expire June 25, 2004. 
Fifty-six (56) claims, including sixteen (16) independent claims, were paid for in the application. 
In a previous Response to Restriction Requirement and Preliminary Amendment, claims 50-56 
were cancelled and claims 38-40 were removed from consideration. In the present amendment, 
claim 8 has been cancelled. Claims 1, 5-7, 9, 12-16, 18-19, 23-24, 27, 29-32, 35-37, 41, and 43- 
45 have been amended. Claim 57 has been added. No new matter has been added to the 
application. The present claim set, as amended herein, stands at forty-six (46) total claims, 
including thirteen (13) independent claims. 

Allowable Subject Matter Relative to the Section 103 Rejections 

The Examiner notes that claim 27 would be allowable if rewritten in independent 
form to include all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims and, in 
addition, if rewritten to overcome the claim and Section 112 objections set forth in the Office 
Action. Applicants have reviewed the Examiner's suggestion and has redrafted claim 27 in 
independent form as suggested by the Examiner. Consequently, Applicants submit that claim 27, 
as amended, is now allowable. 

Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. § 103 

Claims 1-26, 28-37, and 41-49 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lamle (U.S. Patent No. 5,199,710). Claim 27 has been addressed above. 

Each of the independent claims recites the limitation of "generating a pseudo- 
random playing card sequence" or some close variant thereof. Applicants submit that this 
limitation, among others, distinguishes the respective claims over Lamle. 

Lamle specifically teaches and pointedly suggests that the object of the invention 
is to "avoid the requirement of keeping stocks of unused playing cards," thus the playing cards 
are printed successively, "only at the time of delivery of the card to the table" (column 1 , lines 
47-48, and lines 57-59; emphasis added). In addition, Lamle teaches that "after all bets have 
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been placed," the dealer must activate "a suitable switch to initiate the random number 
generation and to actuate the ... printer" (column 3, lines 32-35; emphasis added). In the 
Abstract, Lamle clearly directs that the disclosure applies "while the game is in progress," such 
that signals are fed to a card stock printer at the playing area and single, printed playing cards are 
delivered immediately, successively, and "one-by-one into play." Moreover, Lamle teaches 
toward "successively generating signals representing indicia designating respective card values 
randomly drawn from the series of stored card values and feeding the signals successively to the 
printing means" (column 4, claim 5). In short, Lamle specifically teaches away from printing 
cards based on any type of a "sequence." The definition of a sequence, as shown in the 
attachment hereto, is "three or more playing cards in a consecutive order." Webster's II New 
College Dictionary (1995). 

In contrast to generating a pseudo-random sequence, Lamle specifically teaches 
that a random number generator is generated, a card is printed, and then the entire process is 
repeated. Accordingly, Lamle teaches solely toward generating individual, random numbers. 
Therefore, Lamle teaches away from the claims of Applicants' invention and should not be relied 
on to establish a prima facie case of obviousness. Applicants submit that all the pending claims 
are patentable over Lamle. 

Claim Objections and Section 112 Objections 

The cited claim objections and Section 1 12 objections identified by the Examiner 
have been addressed with the amendments to the claims. If the Examiner notes any informality 
or discrepancy with regard to any of the cited objections, the Examiner is encouraged to contact 
Mr. Vershave by telephone to expediently correct such informalities. 

Conclusion 

Overall, the cited reference either teaches away from Applicants' invention or 
does not teach or suggest the claimed features in Applicants' invention, thus each of the pending 
independent claims is allowable. Newly added claim 57, which depends on dependent claim 1 1 
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is also allowable. The remaining claims, which depend from allowable independent claims and 
contain additional features, are also allowable. 



The Director is authorized to charge any additional fees due by way of this 



Amendment, or credit any overpayment, to our Deposit Account No. 19-1090. 



All of the claims remaining in the application are now clearly allowable. 



Favorable consideration and a Notice of Allowance are earnestly solicited. 



RCV:jjf 

Enclosure: 

Dictionary definition of "sequence" 
Postcard 



701 Fifth Avenue, Suite 6300 
Seattle, Washington 98104-7092 
Phone: (206)622-4900 
Fax: (206)682-6031 

48I396_2.DOC 



Respectfully submitted, 

SEED Intellectual Property Law Group pllc 




Richard C. Vershave 
Registration No. 55,907 
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saepire, to enclose < saepes, fence.] A thin partition or mei 
tween two cavities or soft masses of tissue. 

septum peMu*ci*dum (pa-loV sl-dsm) n. [NLat., transparent 
partition.] Anat. A thin membrane of. nervous tissue forming the me- 
dial.wall of the lateral ventricles in the brain. 

sep*tu*ple (sep-tob'pal, -tyob'-) adj. [LLat. septuplus, sevenfold < 
Lat septem, seven.] 1. Made up of or containing seven. 2- Multiplied 
by seven, —v^ -pled, -pling,. -pies. To multiply by seven. 

sep*ul*cher (sep' al-kar) n. {ME sepulcre < OFr. < Lat. sepulcrum< 
sepultus, p.part. ofsepelire, to bury.] 1. A.burial vault. 2. A container 
for sacred relics, esp. in an altar, — vt -chered, -cher.ing, 
-chers. To put in a sepulcher : inter. .♦ " 

se»pul»chral (sarpul'kral, -pool'-) adj. 1*. Of or relating to a sepul- 
cher. 2. Suggestive of the grave : funereal, — se.pul'chraMy adv. 

sep*ul*chre(sep' altar) n. 6) y. Chiefly, Btit var. of sepulcher. 

sep«ul'ture (sep'd-choor', -char) n. [ME < OFl < Lat. sepuJiura < 
sepultus, p.part. of sepeliie, to bury.] Archaic.'}. Interment ..: burial. 2. 
A sepulcher. " t 

se*qua»cious (sl-kwa'shds) adj. [<: Lat. sequax r sequac- t "pursuing 

., < sequi, to follow.] 1. Following logically and sequentially: at, 'Archaic. 
Apt to follow another : dependent. — se.qua f cious .ly adv. — se» 
quac'i»ty (4wa>?I-te) : n.. . ,* .-,<'' X. 

se»quel (se'kwal, -kwel')n. [ME sequele < OH sequelle :< Ut. se- 
quela < sequi, to follow.] 1. Something that follows or' cbrries after. 2. 
A book, motion picture, or dramatic presentation that continues the 
narrative of an earlier work. 3. A consequence or result. 

se*quel«a (sl-kwel'a), n., pi -quel-ae (-kwel'e) [Lat., sequel."] 
Something that follows, esp! a condition, arising from a disease. 

sequence (se'kw3ris,-kwens') n. [LLat. sequentia < La t sequens, 
pr.part of sequi, to follow.] l. J A following of one thing. after another ; : 
succession. 21 An order of succession : arrangement. 3. A related or 
continuous series. 4. three or more playing cards in consecutive brider. 
5. A series of single film shots edited so as to constitute a unit : Ep r 
i'sode. 6. Mus. A melodic or harmonic pattern successively repeated at 
different pitches with or without a key change. 7. Rom. Cqth. Ch . A 

f hymn read between the gradual and the gospel 8. Math: An ordered 
set of quantities/as x, 2x2, 3^ 4 X 4. _iy£ -quenced, -quenching, 
-queue es. To arrange in a sequence. 

se*quenc*er (se^kwsn-ssr, -kwen 7 -) n. Computer Sci. A device 
that sorts cards, data, or programs in a prearranged sequence. 

se*quent (se'kwant) adj. [Lat. sequens; sequent-, pr.part: of sequi, 
to follow ] 1. Coming after in order or time : subsequent. 2i Resulting 
from : consequent, —n. A result - consequence. ?r: : " : " - • 

se*quen*tial (sl-kwen'shal) adj. 1. Forming or marked by a se- 
quence, as of notes or units. 2. Sequent. — se*quen'ti»al'i'ty 
(-she-al'I-te) n. — se*quen'tial*ly adv. '/ 

se*ques*ter (sl-kweVtarj v. -tered, -ter.ixig, -ters. [ME seques- 
tren <LLat. sequestrare, to give up for safekeeping < Lat. sequester, 
depository.] — vt. 1. To set apart of remove : segregate. 2. Law. To 
take temporary possession- of (property) as security against legal 
claims. 3. Law. To requisition and confiscate (enemy property). 4. To 
cause to seclude oneself. — vi. Cherh. To undergo sequestration. 1 

se»ques*tra (sl-kweVtre) n. pi, of sequestrum. 

se»ques»trant (si-kwes'trant) h. A chemical agent that promotes 
sequestration. ' ■ ' - 

se.ques-trate (se'kwI-straV, seVwi : , si-kwes'trat') vt.'-trat» 
ed, -trat.ing, -t rates. [LLat. seques trare, sequesirat; to give lip 
for safekeeping < Lat: sequester, depository.] 1. Law. To take posses- 
sion of : confiscate. 2. Archaic. To sequester. . " <? -. - 

se-ques.tra.tion (se'kwl-stra'shan, sek'wty n. [ME sequestra- 
cioun, excommunication < LLat. sequestratio, separation < seques- 
trare, to give up for safekeeping < Lat. sequester, depository.] 1. The 
act of sequestering or the state of being sequestered. 2. Law. a. Seizure 
of property, b. A writ authorizing seizure of property. 3. CAem. The 
inhibition or stoppage of normal ion behavior by combination -with ad- 
ded materials, esp. the prevention of metallic ion precipitation from 
solution by formation of a coordination complex with a phosphate: 

se.ques.trum (si-kweVtram) n., pi -tra (-tra) [NLat.- <' Lat.;,de- 
posit < sequester, depository.] A dead bone fragment that is separated 
from healthy bone. 

se.quin (se'kwin) n. [Fr. < Ital. zecchino, a coin < zecca, the mint 

< At. sikkah, coin die.] 1. A small shiny ornamental disk sewn on 
fabric spangle. 2. A gold coin of the Venetian Republic. . - '• 

se«quoi-a (sl-kwoi'a) n. [NLat. Sequoia, genus name, after Sequoya 
(George Guess), d.1843.] An extremely large evergreen tree of the ge- 
nus Sequoia, which includes the redwood and. the giant sequoia. 

se*ra (sir's) n. var. pi of serum. •-. 

se»rac (sa-rak', sa-) n. [Fr. < Med. Lat seracium, whey < Lat. serum.] 
A large mass of glacier ice remaining behind in a crevasse after glacial 
movement or melting. . . • 

se-ra.glio (sa-ral'.yd, -ral'.-) n., pi. -glios. [Ital. serraglio, prob. part- 
ly < VLat *serraculum, enclosure (< Lat serare, to lock up < sera, 
lock), and partly .< Turk, serai, palace.] 1. A harem. 2. A sultan's pal- 
ace. *■*-»■:-...' 

se*ra*pe also sa*ra*pe (sa-ra'pe, -rap'e) >n. [Mex. Sp. sarape.] A 
Latin-American cloak or poncho made of wool. 

ser*apti (ser'af) n., pi -a-phim (-s-fim) or -aphs. [Back-formation 

< seraphim (pi.) < ME seraphin < OE < LLat < Heb. s&raphhn, pi. of 



h.) 1. An angel with, three pairs of Tier # 
e of God. 2. An angel of the highest rank jrTtrie'^ 
angels, -se-raphf ic.,(s3-raf'Ik), se»raph'i*cal adf 
raph' ircal«ly adv. . . 
Se-ra.pis (sa-rafpls) n.Myth. An Egyptian-god of 'the netbitojj 
Serb (surb) n. [Serbian Srb.} A member, of a so'uthem : Slavic^ 
that is the principal, ethnic group of Serbia. / 
Ser-bi.an : (s.ur' ; ]^:3n);zi.;.'l. A Serb/ 2. A Serbo-Croatian' i ^ 
Croatian as spoken in Serbia., — adj. .Of or pertaining to Serbia 
Serbs.- . . . ^ .. . . •..^ , . !"'*.' 

Ser*bp-Cro*a*tian (stir ' bo-krcha ' shanj n X The Slavic lamu» 
of the . Serbs and .the Croats. ,2- A native speaker of Serbo-CmaS 
^.adj. Of or relating to Serbo-Croatian or .those who speak it, 
sere 1 also sear (sir) adj. [ME < OE seaKj Withered/: dry ' 
sere 1 (sir) n...[< series.] A sequence of ecological/communidcs nr. 
cessively. occupying an area. r . " 
ser»e.nade (ser'd-nad'i.sfirfa-nad') \^Jseie%a^^^ mcm 
..< sereno, serene <^ Lat serenus.} l.^A m^ical'r^onruSce. biat'hcn- 
ors or expresses love for someone. 2. An ir^ti^ra^'c^^^nnjfa 
a small ensemble, haying .characteristic^^ 

— v nad.ed, nad^ing, -nades - vt To perform a : serenade h 
. —vi, Tq^erform a seferiade^-Tser'e.riadfer n. 

ser-en^ dip*i*ty. (s6r' sn-dlp ' i-te) n. [From its' possession by & 
. characters in the Persian fairy tale ^e^i^^mc^''c^^jiq^;\ The 

faculty of making pr6yideritial, discoveries *W "accident: ^-ser'eo. 

dip f i*tpus qd'j: ■ " ;: ' ' ' • 

se*rene (sa-'reh r ) adj. [Lat. , serenus, serene, clear. j'. 1 /F&cefuh tn> 

quil. 2. Unclouded : clear. 3. often Serene /Atigusf :.;e^t^. ^08^ 

as part of a title for certain royal personages. ^ 

— serene f ness, 8eil^''^•ty'(-r^nVi i ^^)^';y^!^7 - ' • 
serf (surf) n. [ME < OFr. < Lat. semisrslaye.j \ ." A slave, esp. a mem- 
ber of the lowest feudal class in medieval Europe^bwoed ^a lordi^ 
bound to the lari\L 2. One in servitude. — 8erf'dom n. ' :" ■ 

serge (stirj) n. [Ktt sarge < OFr, < VLat. *sdrica <Lat5en^''siIb< 
sericu's, silken < Seres, a people of Eastern Asia.] -A" twilled cloth d 
worsted or a blend of worsted and wool. 

ser*geant (sar'jsnt) n. [ME sergeaiuite, a-cobmon spldidr^ ■ OFt 
sergent < Lat seryiens, ^pr.part : of seryire, tb^s&r^<servus, slave.] i 
a. Any of several ranks of ^nonebmmissioried^offic^m'^e US-lAia^ 
Air Force, or Marine Corps, b. One holding any of me^TaiiE 1 1 
The rank of police officer next below a captain, lieute^t, or rasper 
tor. b. A police officer holding this '-'rank!- 1 ":3-.'A* s"ergekt f at iimi 

— ser'gean«cy, ser 'geant«ship' nS ''^ ; V -T: fftSZ L 
sergeant at arms h. An officer appointed to keep ora^ as a w 

meetings of a legislative, judicial, or social body." / ''P tr f\'$\l. . 

sergeant first class n. ' A nohcommissi^e^^offic^.in'tfc^ 
Army ranking above staff sergeant and below master sergeant w&a 
sergeant. ; ; •'' ^-^f^' 1 ^ 1 

sergeant fish n. The cobia. . V -^^'l-^ 

sergeant major n. 1. A nonconmussioned ; pffic«Jser>^ « 
administrative assistant of a headquarters unit : of '*^"^?55J2S 
Force, or Marine Corps, 2. Chiefly Brit. A noncdnu^ssiaaed oftcer» 
the highest rank, 3: A tropical Atlantic iish/Abudefduf r sjiism^ 
a flattened body and dark vertical stripes. ' ■^L.ufU*- * ■ 

se*ri*al (sir'e-sl) adj. 1. Of, forming, consisting otf or 
series: 1 a. Published or produced in installment ■ at ieg^p^^ 
as a novel or television drama, b. Of or relating-to sach-pWa^^L 
production; 3. Mus. Relating to or based on a 12Hone ro^^^ 
erary or dramatic work published or produced in mstallrnenp 1 
ri.al.lyadv. " • - ^.'-•K^*fe 



se*ri*al*ism (sir'e-a-liz'am) n. I: Serial music.^ Th*>w 
or theory of serial music. — se 9 ri • al «ist h: & ~ - IT^ 
se.ri-al.ize (sir'e-a-liz') vt. -ized, -iz-ifig, -iz-espToP 10 * 
publish in serial form. — se'ri«al»i«za'tiori n.^P^.^T^^^ 
serial killer n. A person who slays more- than three ^^r^j 
arate incidents within a relatively short period of onierr ^ 
killing n: t - • Vi -*> , !^^c a 0S, 

serial number jj. A number, one of a series, used fpr.^^TV 

<■ - 1 • • ? 

)Xgan i 2 edin ! a:sentf* 8 



as of a machine. 
e*ri*ate (sir'e-at' 



-It) adj. ^ Occurring or orj 



rows. — se'ri.ate'ly adv. . " v. ? *'"&T*sBjA * 

se*ri-_a-tim (sir'e-a'tim, -at'Im) adv. [Med. Lat. ^^^7- 5 



ries.] In a series. 



se«ri»ceous (sI-rish'3s) adj. [LLat- sericeus, silken , 
.-see serge.] 1: SUky. 2. hot. Covered with fine, pP 1 ^ S«f U brocefi 



ser*i»cin (ser'1-sln) n. [< Lat. sericus, silken.} A J 
forming on the surface of raw-silk fibers. ! s % ^JS^'SbA 1 
ier*i*cul*ture (sfir'I-ktil'char) n. [Lat sericum, \^±^ fa& 



ser»i«cui«iiirt; \ser'i-KUi cnar; n. (j-ai. jw«"r- iVwooBS ^ 
people of Eastern Asia) + culture.] The raising;of ^K^l'^ 
production of raw silk. — 8er'i»cul'tur«al flfl/V"T j 8 ^?/ 'JwV ' 
istn. . . ... : *-'^E5£Bdft*E 

ser*i*e*ma (ser'l-e'ms) n^fTupi, crested.] A- craneaw^ ^ 
ican bird, Cariama cristata or Chunga burmeisteflrW 
crest behind the bill. . ■ ■ r • 



a pat 
itie 



a pay ? 
ir pier. 



ar care- 
6 pot 



a father e pet , ebe H^& cook 
otoe. 6 paw, for - oi**& ■ 



pots (sir'ez) n., pi series. [Lat. series < serere, to joi 
gale of things or events of the same kind occurring in i 
yftring one after the other in succession <a series of phon 
<iW« of mishaps > 2. A group of objects related by a line; 
^morphological or configurational characteristic <the par 
Tp> l Math. The indicated sum of a finite or of a sequ 
Qmd infinite set of terms. 4. A sequence of coordinate eler 
^ntence. 5. A sequence of usu. continuously numbered i: 
lificnes of a publication. 6. A television or radio program bwt 
Jgajar intervals. 7. a. A number of games played one after the ■ 
leame opposing teams, b. Baseball The World Series, —in 
:ia "arrangement forming a series. 

circuit n. An electric circuit connected so that curre 
ugh each circuit element in turn without branching. 
(Mies-wound (sir'ez- wound') adj. Of or relating to an 
|H or dynamo in which the armature circuit and the fiek 
^connected in series with the external circuit, 
gift (ser'if) n. [Perh. < Du. schreef, line < MDu. screve < 
^Sirite < Lat. sciibere.) A fine line in printing finishing off ti 
JeScs of a letter. 

fegraph (ser'i-graf ') n. [Lat. sericum, silk (< Seres, a p 
"ii Asia) + -graph.] A silk-screened print — se-rig'r; 
^Jn-hi) n. — se*rig'ra*phy (-fe) n. 
Wjm(ser'in) n. [Fr.] An Old World finch of the genus Sehm 
^ or yellowish-green plumage. 

p^-e (sh'en') n. [ser(icin) + -ine.] An amino acid, C 3 H 
j^nmim component of many proteins. 
goJo'W^'ictsii'e-o-kfim'ik) adj. [serio(us) + comic.] I 
gms and partially comic. — se r ri.o*eom'i*cal*ly adv. 

f^O'OUS (sir'e-ss) adj. [ME seryous < OFr. serieux < LLat. : 
wsenus.} 1. Grave in quality, character or manner : sober 
-pjjne earnestly : sincere. 3. Involving important rather thai 
pta : weighty. 4. Characterized by much effort or devo 
Igj^worry. — 9e'ri*ous*ly adv. — se'ri.ous»ness n 
gjeant (sar'jmt) n. Chiefly Brit. var. of sergeant 1, 3 
ffi|on(sur'm3n) n. [ME < OFr. < Lat. sermo, discourse.] 1 
jg^oelivered during a church service. 2. An often long-win 
Lgomous speech of reproof or exhortation. — ser-mon'ic ( 
^Wmon'i.cal Qdj. 

iSl2ttn.ize{sur'm3-mz') v. -ized, -iz«ing, -iz*es. — vt 

J.sennon to. — vi. To speak as if giving a sermon. — ser 

on the Mount n. A discourse of Jesus, delivered 
« Olives, in the New Testament 

[< serum.] Serum <serotherapy> 

fg^JJS'no.sis (sir'6-di'3g-no'sis, ser'o-) n. Diagn 
f ol blood serum reactions. — se'ro.di'ag.nos'tic (-n 

^* 0, gy (sl-rol'a-je) n. The medical science dealing v 
W^** ro *log'ic (sir's-loj'ik), seWiog' i.eal adj. 

6a'f?" ru *^ cnt (sir'o-pyobr'a-bnt, -pyobr'ys-, ser'-) ad, 
^d pus. 

^£I Sl " r6 ' M ' ' Z3) n " pL ~ sas OT " sae ( ' s ^' } fNLat "' ferr 
%{J?° U ? K Lat - serum, serum.] A serous membrane, -s 

^f.rf r,a *Py (sir'o-ther'a-pe, ser'-) n. Treatment of 
iS^j^or antitoxin. 

ijj"' nal (sl-rot'n-al, ser'a-ti'nsl) adj. Serotinous. 
^ *nou s (si-rfit'n-as, sfr'a-ti'nss) adj. [Lat. serotinu. 
jj. S£ *o, at a late hour < serus, late.] Biol Late in man 



^ < Cn J mn (sir'a-to'nln, sfir'-) n. [sero- + ton(ic) + -in.] 
LM&s^ Dd ' C ioH, 2 N 2 0, found esp. in the brain, blood 
^Safett;. ^H 00115 membranes and active in vasoconstricti 
;nen-e impulses. 

^T^f' 3 " 1 '^' s * r '"^ n ' A 8 rou P °^ re l ate d microorg 
^TOus ; . , by its composition of antigenes. 

u 3s) adj. Containing, secreting, or like serum. 



°^out ththin th this u cut ur urge 
^vision a about, item, edible, gallop, 




